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INTRODUCTION 


In this volume is published a list of Bengali Manuscripts preserved in the 
Library of the University of Calcutta. The Library has now a collection of 
6,219 manuscripts written on different subjects, a short description of about 
one-third of which (Nos. 1—2,111) is incorporated in the present volume, 
the rest to be published later on in instalments. 


Among these 2,111 manuscripts the oldest is a copy of the Rimayana of 
Krttivisa (vide Manuscript No. 208), dated 1502 Saka, corresponding to 1580 
A.D. This is the oldest of the three manuscripts collated for the Sahitya 
Parisad edition of Kyttivasa’s Uttarükünda by Babu Hirendranath Datta 
published in 1310 B.S. The learned editor, in the preface of the hook, speaks 
of another copy dated 1009 B.S. (vide Manuscript No. 209), both of which, he 


‘says, were at that time in the possession of late Babu Nagendranath Vasu, 


editor of the Visvakosa. His collection was later on purchased by the Calentta 
University, so both of them are now in the Library of the University of 
Calcutta. Herein below is a list of some other old manuscripts arranged in 
chronological order :— 

* 


MS, No, Name Autbor - 


a Krttivisn a 1008 B.S. (1601 A D 
4. Fatik Ramo . 1008 B.S. (1601 A.D.) 
.. Miülüdhara Basu ^. 1013 HS (1606 A.D.) 
e, Ravicandra .. 1015 B.S, (1608 A.D.) 
.. Natabara Dis — 1015 B.S. (16008 ALD.) 
^. Kédirima Dis „+ 1018 B.S. (1611 A.D.) 
we Kronadia .. 1080 B.S. (1013 A.D.) 
^. Govindadás s. 1020 B.S. (1618 A.D.) 


| ii eed a host of poets who composed poems on the Ramayana 
ärata. Amo: ‘authors of the Bengali Rámayapa, besides 
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Krttivise, we have the works of the following poets incorporated in this 
volume :— 


Poet MS. No, 


1. Kavicandra n n T 20 
2. Lakgmana * rei s M —) 
9. HBaghunsndana m zu - 62 
4. Bhabinifatkara — NT di 7 
5, RBümrudra * * A du 
6. Hiümnéaükara Ye x = 190 
7. Dvija Manikeandra d n SN 191 
8. Rimprusids ve Si e 102 
9, Kasinath dë M * 114 
10. Tulsi * M TA 195 
11. Gangidis Sen gt SR =s 
12. Dwija Pañošnan ves SÉ es 
13, Bhabini (Adhyütma) ` ... Gë et 
14, Dwija Nidbirima ER WA " 
15, Dwija Rama * ii * 
16, Rims Niriyana "n — ... 
17, Ghosál Sarmi * e si 


š É š 


z š š š š 5 


18. Fakir Rama Ste «t icd > 
19. Hari Carana E d E W 
On the Ee besides Kasirama Dis, we have the works of the D 
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The Library is specially rich in its collection of Vaisnava Padavali songs, 
Here we have two manuscripts (Nos, 5002 and 5095) of the Palas of Bada 
Candidàsa discovered since the publication of Srikrsnakirttana from the 
Bangiya Sahitya Parisad. Of the Padas of Dina Candidàsa we bave four manu- 
scripts (Nos. 294, 2989, 2566 and 5759) collected in this Library. This may 
be regarded as a unique collection, since no other Library in Bengal can vie 
with us in this respect. Besides the Padas of Candidàsa we have here 
anthologies of the Padas of Govindadis, Locanadis, Bisudev Ghose, Jadunàth 
Dis, Dinabandhu, Ray Sekhara, Jnanadüs, Vallabhadis, Narahari, Sagi 
Sekhara, Candra Sekhara, Vrndávanadas, Vidyüpati, Ananta Dis, Govardhana 
Dis, Ghanagyima, Radhimohan Thakur, Pitambara Dis, Rüpearan ‘Dis and 
a host of other poets. 
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(8 (of Caitanya-Caritiimrta) noted above (1020 B.S, or 1013 
| — vedi nt in finding out the date of actual composition of 
3 <The m now generally asserted that the work was finished in 1015 A D, 
sre a copy ol the book which is dated 2 years earlier than that date. 
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